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Abstract 
In the spring semester of the 2015 academic year, I initiated a textbook pilot project to introduce 
potential new textbooks for the International Relations and Multicultural Communications 
Freshman English and Sophomore English courses taught by the Center of English Language 
Education.  This report on that project will outline the rationale behind the pilot project, the 
results of the project, and finally some resulting changes the new textbooks will have on the 
curriculum.  In addition to these aims, this report hopes to serve as a guide for future Visiting 
Faculty Members at Asia University for how the process of piloting of new textbooks can be 
successfully completed. 
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Background on the IR/MC FE and SE Courses 
This report pertains only to the curriculum of the content-based portion of the 
International Relations (IR) and Multicultural Communications (MC) Freshman English (FE) 
and Sophomore English (SE) courses.  A brief explanation of the design of these courses is 
necessary.  The IR and MC departments at Asia University are unique in regards to curriculum 
design when compared to the Law, Economics, and Business departments.  The Center for 
English Language Education (CELE) is responsible for teaching all incoming students in the 
Freshman English course, as well as other upper level English courses.  While the Freshman 
English course is identical among the Law, Economics, and Business students (five 45-minute 
lessons per week for both semesters), the IR and MC courses consist of five 45-minute lessons 
per week in semester one (FE 1), two 45-minute lessons per week in semester two (FE 2), and 
one 90-minute lesson per week in semester one of the second year (SE).  The curriculum of the 
IR/MC FE 1 courses is divided between TOEIC preparation and English oral communication 
practice.  The IR/MC FE 2 and SE courses are two parts of one yearlong course, with the first 
half of the curriculum covered in FE 2 and the second half in SE.  The only major difference 
between IR and MC courses is the time at which students attend the study abroad program 
(AUAP).  IR students participate in AUAP in the second semester of their sophomore year, while 
MC students participate in the first semester.  While the IR and MC courses are independent of 
each other, their curricula are identical for the purpose of this report, and therefore from here 
forward I will refer to them as a single course with a single curriculum.  
The Textbook 
The curriculum of the IR/MC FE 2 and SE course attempts to introduce students to basic 
International Relations content and concepts in addition to English communication skills.  A 
focus on critical thinking and analysis of real world issues is one of the primary goals of this 
course.  The current textbooks used for these courses are: You, Me, and the World (upper level) 
3 
and Introducing Global Stories (lower level).  Both textbooks focus on world issues such as 
poverty, nuclear weapons, the environment, etc.  Both textbooks incorporate listening activities 
and critical thinking questions, while introducing vocabulary related to the topic.  Students, 
based on their TOEIC scores, are placed into either the upper or lower level class, and use the 
appropriate textbook for the entire year.  Occasionally, students may change textbooks between 
semesters because of large changes in their TOEIC scores from tests taken between semesters. 
Reception 
In my first year of teaching at Asia University in 2012, I quickly became aware of the 
limitations of the required textbooks for this course.  I was not alone in my frustration in using 
these textbooks, and fellow VFMs consistently lamented their lack of usefulness and 
appropriateness for our students.  Some of the regular complaints about these textbooks included 
the gap between their level and our students’ English abilities, the lack of English language skill 
practice, the over attention to negative and depressing topics, the lack of supporting materials, 
and the overall poor quality of the textbooks’ design and presentation.  These and many more 
complaints about both textbooks have been raised at faculty meetings and in conversation 
between VFMs resulting in an obvious need for new textbooks for these courses.  
Finding a New Textbook 
Finding a level-appropriate textbook that devoted an acceptable amount of attention to 
International Relations and world issues proved challenging.  At our yearly book fair, as well as 
on other occasions, Curriculum Development Committee members identified several potential 
new textbooks as candidates for the IR/MC course.  Of these possible textbook choices, two 
(Pathways: Listening, Speaking, and Critical Thinking, published by National Geographic and 
Cengage Learning; and Unlock: Listening and Speaking, published by Cambridge University 
Press) were selected for piloting.  Both textbooks are similar in that they are four-skill English 
language learning textbooks intended to improve students’ listening, speaking, reading, and 
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writing skills.  Both textbook series have multiple levels (Pathways: Foundations, 1, 2, 3 and 4; 
Unlock: 1, 2, 3, and 4) so that the textbook can be best matched to the level of the student.  
Unlike typical English language learning textbooks, which tend to focus on communication used 
in travel or studying abroad situations, the Pathways and Unlock textbooks are thematically 
focused on various global and social issues.  The focus on critical thinking about world issues, in 
addition to the English language learning practice, made these two textbooks strong candidates 
for the pilot project. 
The Pilot Project 
It was my goal to have at least one new textbook for the IR/MC curricula approved by the 
end of the spring semester since the FE 2 and SE courses start in the fall semester.  On behalf of 
the Curriculum Development Committee, I introduced a voluntary textbook pilot project to the 
CELE Visiting Faculty Members (VFMs).  With help from the Textbook Committee, sample 
copies of both textbooks were made available for this project.  Since both the Pathways and 
Unlock textbook series have multiple levels, I asked participants in the pilot project to choose the 
textbook and level they thought would be most appropriate for their students, and to decide 
which textbook they would be most interested in using in the classroom.  I informed volunteer 
VFMs that they should pilot the textbooks only in their IR/MC FE 1 classes, since these students 
will possibly use the new textbook in the fall semester.  Participants could also pilot the 
textbooks in their IR SE classes, since these students were already familiar with the curriculum 
and could compare the piloted textbook with the currently used textbook.  I encouraged teachers 
to pilot more than one level of the textbook, time permitting, to see which level was most 
suitable to their students’ abilities.  I then created a questionnaire containing eighteen questions 
soliciting feedback from the volunteer VFMs about their experiences using the piloted textbooks 
(see Appendix).  Based on this feedback, a recommendation could be made for a new textbook to 
be used in the IR/MC curriculum. 
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Results of the Pilot Project 
Seven VFMs volunteered to participate in the textbook pilot project.  Six volunteers 
chose to pilot the Pathways textbook, while only one decided to pilot the Unlock (Level 2) 
textbook.  As for the levels piloted, two volunteers piloted Pathways 3, two piloted Pathways 2, 
one piloted Pathways 1, and one piloted the Pathways Foundations.   
According to the participants’ feedback, the English language skills that the textbook 
focused on in their pilot lessons included note-taking, making a presentation, intonation, and 
discussion skills.  When asked how effectively the textbook presented this target language the 
average rating was 4.4 on a 5-point Likert scale.  All respondents answered ‘yes’ when asked 
whether the textbooks have enough opportunities to practice this target language.  The content 
that was focused on in the pilot lessons included: Cooperatives and Entrepreneurs, Gender Issues, 
Minority Cultures, Discussing Celebrations and Holidays, Human Migration.  When asked how 
effectively the textbook presented this content, the average rating was 4 on a 5-point Likert scale.  
When asked, How well does the textbook introduce and convey pertinent and timely global 
issues?, the average was 4.3.  Four participants responded ‘yes’, while two responded ‘no’ to the 
question: Do the textbook and related materials personalize the content sufficiently?  
Feedback on the overall strengths of the textbooks according to the respondents included:  
 Contemporary and relevant topics presented in an unbiased and engaging way  
 Clear and logical layout with visually appealing photos and exercises 
 Well-presented language skill activities with helpful supporting examples.   
Some respondents reported that the level of the textbook may be too high for their 
students, and there was a heavy focus on listening skills rather than on speaking skills.  All 
participants answered that they would like to use this textbook in their IR/MC classes.  When 
asked which level class the textbook would be most suitable for, all respondents indicated the 
higher level class.  
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When asked how this new textbook compares with the currently used textbooks in the 
IR/MC curriculum, participants responded with both positive and negative feedback.  Positive 
feedback about the textbooks included:  
 Engaging layout 
 Clearly presented language skill models and examples 
 Superior quality content 
 Better support for content learning 
 Basic critical thinking practice exercises.   
Negative feedback about the textbooks included:  
 Possibly overly challenging topics and activities 
 Necessary supplementary scaffolding exercises 
 Relevancy of topics over time.  
Recommending a New Textbook 
After the allotted time period for the textbook pilot project, I analyzed the feedback 
participants provided in order to make my recommendation for the new textbook.  Since there 
was a clear preference for the Pathways textbook series over the Unlock series, based on which 
textbooks participants decided to pilot during the project, it was clear that the Unlock series 
could not be recommended for approval as a new textbook for the IR/MC curriculum at this time.  
The feedback from the participants in the project illustrated strong support for the Pathways 
series, as well as a clear interest in using this textbook in the IR/MC curriculum.  Based on this 
feedback, the Pathways series could be recommended for approval as a new textbook for the 
IR/MC curricula. After a meeting with the Vice Director of CELE, who approved of the new 
textbook recommendation, a request for approval was sent in the form of an email to the head of 
the International Relations department.  Upon reviewing our recommendation and samples of the 
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Pathways textbook, the head of the IR department approved the Pathways series as an optional 
textbook for the IR and MC curriculum.  VFMs will now have the option to use the Pathways 
textbook instead of the previously used textbook in their IR/MC FE 2 and SE classes from the 
Fall 2015 semester.  
Updates to the IR/MC Curriculum 
With the new textbook chosen, the issue of deciding which level textbooks would be used 
in each class needed to be addressed.  IR and MC students are placed into the FE 1, FE 2, and SE 
classes based on their TOEIC test scores taken either before or after each semester.  Until now, 
the required textbook for these classes was decided by dividing the classes into upper and lower 
level sections of classes.  Since the Pathways textbook series has four levels, a different 
approach to leveling the classes was needed.  As a result of this project, there will now be three 
levels (Low, Intermediate, and High) of IR/MC classes.  These divisions are much less restrictive 
and will allow VFMs more freedom in choosing the textbook they feel is most appropriate for 
their students.  For example, for lower level classes, the teacher can choose between Pathways 
Foundations or Pathways 1.  It was agreed that giving teachers this freedom would more likely 
result in a better match between textbook and learner.  
Another change to the IR/MC curriculum this project has brought about is that a single 
textbook will no longer be used for the entire year (FE 2 and SE).  As mentioned earlier, students 
occasionally change levels after FE 2 based on their TOEIC scores, which results in these 
students needing to purchase a new textbook for their SE class.  One of the added benefits of the 
Pathways textbook is that the publisher provides half-length textbooks with the former 4-5 units 
in the A textbook, and the latter 4-5 units in the B textbook.  This feature removes the problems 
associated with students changing levels of classes between FE 2 and SE, as well as changes in 
which level classes each VFM will teach.  VFMs will now be able to choose which level 
Pathways textbook they would like use prior to the start of each semester.  
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Reflections 
The IR/MC textbook pilot project was a necessary undertaking that I hope will benefit 
Asia University students and CELE VFMs in years to come.  A new textbook was needed and 
finally we now have what I hope to be a good additional option for VFMs to choose when 
teaching IR and MC students.  I was pleased to see that all teachers of IR/MC FE 2 and SE 
elected to use Pathways in the Fall 2015 semester.  While I feel this project was successful, in 
some ways it could have been better implemented.  For one, the time period of the pilot project 
should have been longer.  Participants had only one month to pilot parts of the textbooks.  The 
pilot project was also introduced mid-semester where most VFMs already have a set curriculum 
schedule for the rest of the semester, and deviating from this schedule can be difficult.  It would 
have been better to introduce the pilot project at the very beginning of the Spring semester or 
even at the end of the prior fall semester.  Another possible issue with this pilot project was the 
number of participating VFMs and number of textbook levels needed to be piloted.  While 
making participation in the project mandatory is not ideal, a more formal approach to the pilot 
project, in order to get at least two VFMs piloting each level of each textbook would have 
resulted in a more balanced assessment of the strengths and weakness of both textbooks.  
Conclusion 
This report outlined the results of the IR/MC textbook pilot project that was carried out in 
the Spring 2015 semester.  This project resulted in the successful approval of a new textbook 
series (Pathways) for the International Relations and Multicultural Communications Freshman 
English and Sophomore English courses (IR/MC FE 2 and IR/MC SE).  As a result of this new 
textbook series’ approval, some updates to the IR/MC curriculum have been made, which were 
outlined in this report.  I hope that this report can serve as a guide for future textbook pilot 
projects at CELE.  
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Appendix 
 
IR/MC Textbook Piloting Questionnaire 
Textbook Piloted?  
 
Class in which you piloted the textbook? 
 
Lesson(s) and section(s) of the textbook piloted? 
What English language skills did this lesson focus on? 
How effective was the textbook in presenting the target language? 
Were there adequate opportunities to practice new language skills in the textbook? 
Were the language skills in the lesson at an appropriate level for your students? 
What IR content did the lesson focus on? 
How effective was the textbook in presenting this content? 
How well does the textbook introduce and convey pertinent and timely global issues? 
Do the textbook and related materials personalize the content sufficiently? 
Which supplementary materials did you use in your lesson(s)? 
 
How useful were the supplementary materials that you used? 
What are the overall strengths of this textbook? 
Are there any problems or issues with the text that you would like to share? 
Would you like to use this textbook in your IR/MC classes? 
In which level of the IR/MC curriculum do you think this textbook would be suitable? 
How does this textbook compare with the current textbooks (Introducing Global Stories and You, 
Me, and the World) being used in the IR/MC curriculum? 
 
  
